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AGENDA

• Introductions

• How youth leaders wrote and delivered FYI to willing partners at HUD

• How FYI works on the ground and how youth access vouchers

• How to set up partnerships and use FYI 

to close gaps through which youth fall into homelessness 

• Moving forward and Q & A 



FYI EMERGED FROM THE FSHO 

COALITION

The Fostering Stable Housing Opportunities (FSHO) 

Coalition, led by ACTION Ohio, includes more than 

55,000 foster care alumni and allies.  The Coalition works 

in partnership with the National Center for Housing & 

Child Welfare. 

We’ve been meeting regularly since 2013 to identify

and eliminate synchronization flaws between systems.
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VISITS TO DC INCLUDED RESEARCH 

ABOUT REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

AND LEGISLATION 

In 2016, working in partnership with foster youth champions, Rep. 
Turner and Rep. Bass, the FSHO Coalition developed a plan to 
synchronize existing programs such as HUD’s Family Unification 
Program (FUP) with a young person’s emancipation from foster care 
and to assure that the vouchers are available to all youth leaving care 
who are at risk of homelessness, regardless of where they live.

Over the years, appropriators too,  particularly FUP champions Sen. 
Collins and Sen. Murray, have been actively engaged in discussions 
about how to improve access to FUP and other economic supports 
for foster youth and young people who experience homelessness.  

It was the summer of 2018 when we discovered that much of what 
needed to be done existed within HUD’s regulatory authority.  So we 
decided to write up the plan and deliver it to Secretary Carson.
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In February, the FSHO Coalition requested a meeting with Sec. Carson with the 
assistance of Assistant Secretary Seth Appleton (who helped to extend FUP 
vouchers for youth from 18 months to 3 years through HOTMA 2016 while Chief 
of Staff for Rep. Luetkemeyer).  On March 4, 2019, the FSHO Coalition met with 
Sec. Ben Carson and his leadership team at HUD.  They were invited back two 
days later to meet with leaders and staff at HUD to outline the details of that plan. 

Roman



Four months later, on July 26th, Sec. Carson travelled to Milwaukee to meet directly with the Youth Fellows at 

Journey House (a community action agency) to announce FYI.   FYI extends FUP to all non-FUP housing 

authorities (that administer vouchers) and makes FUP vouchers available “on demand” via HUD’s Tenant 

Protection Account (for which FUP is an original eligible use).  
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The Public Child Welfare Agency
Independent Living Coordinator

The Public Housing Authority HUD TPV Account

PHA Waiting List

IL coordinator and young 
person file FYI paperwork 
with PHA about 3- 6 months 
prior to leaving care 

PHA requests TPV 
from HUD

HUD

Once the youth graduates, the 
funding is restored to HUD.

HUD dispenses the 
funds “on demand”

The PHA administers 
the subsidy to the 
landlord for 36 
months

This is conducted without further 
disadvantaging waiting list households

PCWA funds (this can be contracted out) 
landlord recruitment & positive youth 
development services for 36 months Roman

How FYI works on the ground



Step

1

Transition 

Plan

Step

2

Step

3
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4
Smooth

referral Housing 

success

Move towards 

independence

The FYI process
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As you move 
along this 
process, each 
partners’ role 
will ebb and 
flow, this can 
and should be 
sorted out in 
the MOU or 
letter of 
agreement. 
For example, 
for obvious 
reasons, 
PCWAs will 
handle the 
majority of 
Step 1, 
transition 
planning.



HOW DO COMMUNITIES SET 
UP THE NECESSARY 
PARTNERSHIPS?
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STEP ONE

Check out HUD’s FUP webpage to see find your nearest non-FUP PHA.

https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/Copyof_FUP_Awards_
All%20Years_.pdf
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https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/Copyof_FUP_Awards_All%20Years_.pdf


STEP TWO

CALL AND/OR WRITE A 

LETTER TO YOUR PHA 

DIRECTOR

Complete a (draft letter) from the 

PCWA to the PHA to request a 

meeting about FYI implementation.

Print out and bring a copy of 

HUD’s FYI notice for yourselves 

and for the PHA. 
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https://ruth-white-txlr.squarespace.com/s/FYI-example-PCWA-letter-to-PHA.docx
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/PIH-2019-20.pdf


STEP THREE 

MEET AND AGREE TO 

YOUR AGENCY ROLES

 Arrange a meeting (we always say take your PHA to lunch) 
between the agency directors.

 HUD requires a letter of agreement or a Memorandum of 
Understanding to be submitted with the application.  Once 
the letter is signed or the MOU executed, the PHA notifies 
HUD via email that they would like to implement FYI. This 
email serves as an application.

 Wait for notification from HUD that they are approved. 
Once the PHA is approved by HUD, HUD has made a 
commitment to aim to dispense funds for each referral 
within 60 days of receiving the request for a tenant 
protection/FYI voucher for a youth! 

HUD prescribes everything that 

must be included the email and 

the letter of agreement or 

MOU.  These documents are 

intended to assure that 

communities will make timely 

referrals, agencies have known 

points of contact, & that child 

welfare provides Chafee-like 

voluntary supportive services 

for the life of the voucher. 
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STEP FOUR 

STET UP THE 
CROSS-SYSTEM 
PARTNERSHIP AND 
REFERRAL PLAN
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Continuum of Care

refer eligible youth who 

were missed by PCWAs 

back for FYI referral
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FYI (by design) 
simply requires 
services that 
are funded via 
the Chafee 
Independent 
Living Program 

A description of Chafee from the U.S. Children’s Bureau

• The John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program 
(CFCIP) offers assistance to help current and former foster 
care youths achieve self-sufficiency. Grants are offered to 
States and Tribes who submit a plan to assist youth in a 
wide variety of areas designed to support a successful 
transition to adulthood. Activities and programs include, 
but are not limited to, help with education, employment, 
financial management, housing, emotional support and 
assured connections to caring adults for older youth in 
foster care. The program is intended to serve youth who 
are likely to remain in foster care until age 18, youth who, 
after attaining 16 years of age, have left foster care for 
kinship guardianship or adoption, and young adults ages 
18-21 who have "aged out" of the foster care system.

• The Educational and Training Vouchers Program (ETV) for 
Youths Aging out of Foster Care was added to the CFCIP in 
2002. ETV provides resources specifically to meet the 
education and training needs of youth aging out of foster 
care. In addition to the existing authorization of $140 
million for the CFCIP program, the law authorizes $60 
million for payments to States and Tribes for post 
secondary educational and training vouchers for youth 
likely to experience difficulty as they transition to 
adulthood after the age of 18. This program makes 
available vouchers of up to $5,000 per year per youth for 
post secondary education and training for eligible youth.

From HUD’s FYI (and original FUP) Notice

• Basic life skills information/counseling on money 
management, use of credit, housekeeping, 
proper nutrition/meal preparation; and access to 
health care (e.g., doctors, medication, and 
mental and behavioral health services).

• Counseling on compliance with rental lease 
requirements and with HCV program participant 
requirements, including assistance/referrals for 
assistance on security deposits, utility hook-up 
fees, and utility deposits.

• Providing such assurances to owners of rental 
property as are reasonable and necessary to 
assist a FUP-eligible youth to rent a unit with a 
voucher.

• Job preparation and attainment counseling 
(where to look/how to apply, dress, grooming, 
and relationships with supervisory personnel, 
etc.).

• Educational and career advancement counseling 
regarding attainment of general equivalency 
diploma (GED); attendance/financing of 
education at a technical school, trade school or 
college; including successful work ethic and 
attitude models. 

Chafee Services FYI Services
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https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/chafee-foster-care-program
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/PIH-2019-20.pdf


Which young 
people are 

eligible? 
(FYI does not 

change FUP 
eligibility)

• Has attained at least 18 years and not more than 24 
years of age (note: HUD interprets age differently 
than HHS, thus a person is 24 UNTIL their 25th

• Left foster care, or will leave foster care within 90 
days, in accordance with a transition plan described 
in section 475(5)(H) of the Social Security Act at age 
16 or older; and

• Is homeless or is at risk of becoming homeless 

Note:  Eligibility is not limited to single persons. For 
example, pregnant and/or parenting youth are eligible 
to receive assistance under this notice assuming they 
otherwise meet eligibility requirements. 
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The Future of FYI (FUP + FSS = FSHO)

JamoleRuthie



FOSTERING STABLE HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITIES ACT

 Capitalizes on the predictable nature of youth homelessness 

 Eliminates obvious systems gaps by synchronizing existing resources; 
specifically Title IV-E foster care funds & FUP + HUD’s FUP-FSS demo. 

 Elements of the bill: 
 Directs PHAs to issue  36-month FUP vouchers “On Demand” for the 

purpose of serving eligible youth timed with their emancipation from 
care.

 PHAs are directed to offer FSS or an FSS-like program to all FUP youth 
for their consideration. 

 Young people who elect to participate in a self-sufficiency program may 
extend their voucher for an additional two years (for a total of five years).
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https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/PIH2016-01.PDF


Resources
• www.nn4y.org

• https://fosteractionohio.org/

• www.nchcw.org

• Check out the Advocates Guide at www.nlihc.org

• To join CWLA visit www.cwla.org

• www.fosterclub.com

• www.ifoster.org

• www.journeyhouse.org

• www.phada.org

• www.casey.org

• www.alumnipowerhouse.net

• www.jamolecallahan.com

• www.cbpp.org

https://fosteractionohio.org/
https://fosteractionohio.org/
http://www.nchcw.org/
http://www.nlihc.org/
http://www.cwla.org/
http://www.ifoster/
http://www.ifoster.org/
http://www.phada.org/
http://www.phada.org/
http://www.casey.org/
http://www.alumnipowerhouse.net/
http://www.jamolecallahan.com/
http://www.cbpp.org/


References and Reports
• CRS Report on Youth Aging Out (Fernandes-Alcantara, 2012): 

https://www.everycrsreport.com/files/20121001_RL34499_532a92a
5697f6ffb573c4005dc2a6927b1019036.pdf

• ACTION Ohio youth site: www.fosteractionohio.org

• HUD’s FYI Notice: 
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/PIH-2019-20.pdf

• HUD’s FUP-FSS Notice: 
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/PIH2016-01.PDF

• HUD PD&R FUP Report (Dworsky et al, 2016) 
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/publications/Supportive_housing_f
or_youth.pdf

• NCHCW testimony on The Fostering Stable Housing Opportunities 
Act: 
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/BA/BA04/20180417/108193/HHR
G-115-BA04-Wstate-WhiteR-20180417.pdf

• ACF Overview of the Chafee Act: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/chafee-foster-care-program

https://www.everycrsreport.com/files/20121001_RL34499_532a92a5697f6ffb573c4005dc2a6927b1019036.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PIH/documents/PIH-2019-20.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/PIH2016-01.PDF
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/publications/Supportive_housing_for_youth.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/BA/BA04/20180417/108193/HHRG-115-BA04-Wstate-WhiteR-20180417.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/chafee-foster-care-program


QUESTIONS?





www.nn4youth.org  l  darla.bardine@nn4youth.org


