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TODAY’S AGENDA

 Introduction & Welcome

 FYI Update

 Discussion of  Youth & Alumni 
Advocacy & Expectations

 The Brevard County FYI Team on 
Independent Living Services

 Landlord Recruitment Tips

 Questions**

**Questions are welcome throughout 
the event.  Just drop them in the chat 
box. 



WE ARE INFINITELY 
GRATEFUL TO HUD’S 
REGIONAL AND HQ 
STAFF FOR 
IMPLEMENTING FYI SO 
QUICKLY!

 You can vote for the HUD FYI 
Team for a “Peoples Choice 
Award” here: 
https://servicetoamericamedals.
org/peoples-choice-award/



WHAT IS THE FOSTER YOUTH TO INDEPENDENCE 
INITIATIVE?

 A synchronized distribution method for HUD’s Family Unification Program for youth.

 Allows public child welfare agencies (PCWA) to order three-year Housing Choice Vouchers for youth that are timed properly with 
their independent living plan.

 FYI vouchers are predictable and allow youth and the professionals working with them to be planful and have a sense of the future. 

 FYI makes vouchers available to youth who are aging out of foster care and at risk of homelessness or youth who aged out of foster 
care and are homeless or at risk.  Youth must be between the ages of 18 – 24*.

 Requires that PCWAs form a partnership agreement with a public housing agency (PHA).

 Requires that PCWAs identify an entity within the community that can assure youth have access to supportive services designed to
move youth to increasing independence if they need such services for the duration of the housing assistance.

 FYI is (or can be) available everywhere in the US. 



WHAT IS THE LATEST ON FYI FUNDING AND POLICY?

 On Friday May 25, 2021, President Biden released his FY 2022 Budget 
Request to Congress.  Pres. Biden requested $25 million in new funding 
for the Family Unification Program (FUP).

 The request breaks down FUP into three categories: 

 $5 million in competitive funds for FUP vouchers for families 

 $10 million in competitive funds for FUP vouchers for youth

 $10 million in non-competitive funds for FUP vouchers for 
youth to be distributed via the FYI funding mechanism

 All vouchers recycle with a reallocation option if a PHA no 
longer needs vouchers.

 In July HUD will implement the Fostering Stable Housing 
Opportunities (the Turner-Bass/Brown-Grassley Bill) or “FSHO.”   

 FSHO is a major opportunity to close the racial wealth gap and 
improve economic independence for all youth leaving care



FOSTERING STABLE HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITIES ACT

 Capitalizes on the predictable nature of youth homelessness 

 Eliminates obvious systems gaps by synchronizing existing resources; 
specifically Title IV-E foster care funds & FUP + HUD’s FUP-FSS demo. 

 Elements of the bill: 
 Directs PHAs to issue  36-month FUP vouchers “On Demand” for the 

purpose of serving eligible youth timed with their emancipation from 
care.
 PHAs are directed to offer FSS or an FSS-like program to all FUP youth 

for their consideration. 
 Young people who elect to participate in a self-sufficiency program may 

extend their voucher for an additional two years (for a total of five years).

https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/PIH2016-01.PDF


Closing the Gaps Through Which Youth Fall Into Homelessness and Human Trafficking



A RICH HISTORY OF INDEPENDENT LIVING TOOLS AND TRAINING

The child welfare field, and particularly 
social work, has been perfecting the 
approach to independent living services for 
over 30 years.  The pre-eminent author or 
these tools with respect to housing stability 
is Mark J. Kroner.

“Independent living without housing is like 
driver’s education without a car”

https://www.amazon.com/Housing-Options-Independent-Programs-Resources/dp/0878687521
https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/shopping/shopping.aspx?site=cwla&webcode=shopping&shopsearch=standards&shopsearchcat=merchandise&prd_key=7a6ce3d7-76b2-4d82-bffe-a9be3907f193




THE POWER OF THE 
ALUMNI VOICE IN 
POLICY MAKING

April Curtis-Rivera, NCHCW 
Policy Fellow and President, 
Foster Care Alumni of America



THE FYI TEAM
PAMELA BRESS, READY FOR LIFE BREVARD COUNTY & BETSY FARMER, HOUSING AUTHORITY OF BREVARD COUNTY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2021/05/13/after-years-of-frustration-this-attorney-opened-a-center-to-help-young-adults-aging-out-of-foster-care/



https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2021/05/13/after-years-of-frustration-this-attorney-opened-a-center-to-help-young-adults-aging-out-of-foster-care/


Tips for Landlord 
Recruitment

Finding landlords and keeping them happy  



“In the words of a young Cleveland landlord, Keith 
McAdam, the “right” tenants are those who ‘pay the 
rent relatively on time and call when stuff breaks. 
It’s really simple stuff like take out your trash, clean 
up your yard, you know?’”

• HUD’s Policy Development & Research 
Department has done some great work on 
landlord engagement. For an example see: 
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/fi
les/pdf/Urban-Landlords-HCV-Program.pdf

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/Urban-Landlords-HCV-Program.pdf


A nugget 
from p. 18



A nugget 
from p. 18



A few tips on increasing the pool
• Emphasize the selling points of your programming

• FYI (Section 8) guarantees rent regardless of a tenant’s income
• Your history of success
• The preparation & training youth receive on tenant responsibilities & finances
• Services for FYI youth continue for the life of the voucher (there will always be someone to call)
• Ability to fill vacancies quickly & reduce the owner’s advertising costs
• Share youth success stories
• Some agencies offer premiums or enhanced payments to landlords to increase the pool*

• Host events, reward your landlords, and acknowledge great landlords with awards among their 
peers

• Include events with the Faith-Based community & child welfare donor community

• Don’t forget to encourage youth to do their own housing search & prepare them well for it



Questions and Answers



Upcoming 
Weekly 

FYI Briefings

June 8, 2021 Noon EST
FSHO: A Pathway to Economic Success 
(register)

Open Forum Fridays at 3:00 pm (EST) 
visit www.nchcw.org to learn more

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsdeqgrD8pE9LTT4L1wBYFEuetUl98yfdY
http://www.nchcw.org/
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